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zc - EDITOR's PAGE - 


After all the hype we were subjected to before the event, itis no: wonder~that- 
the general consensus seems to be that Halley's Comet was a disappointment. 
This is particularly so for those unfortunates who accepted the advice that they 
could wait until April, and see the comet at its closest approach, ata . 
civilised hour. At the risk of sounding smur, I must say that I am glad I 

made the effort to get up early and see the comet in March. Mary and I had to 
cet up early one Saturday for a trip to Melbourne, so we decided to get up a 
bit earlier,-and see the comet before we left. We drove out to Lightning Hill~ - 
in the pre-dawn darkness. There was no problem in seeing the comet with the | 
naked eye, but the first view throucth binoculars was a magic moment. 

The tail was absolutely beautiful, and even more so for being rather ethereal 
amonz the brighter stars, The next morning, I persuaded my three daughters 

that it was worth makine the effort to get out of their warm beds before 

dawn to see the comet. It was another bright night, and we went to Lightning 
Hill again, which once more we had to ourselves. Not having the time constraint 
of having to head for Melbourne, we.drove several kilometres further into the 
Whipstick, to get further away from the glow of Bendigo's lights. The comet and 
stars were considerably brighter, even in that fairly short distance. It 
happened to be daylight saving changeover night, so by leaving our watches 

on summer time until we had finished comet watching, we were able to return © 
home 20 minutes before we left, by the clock, and return to bed for the rest 

of our "sleep in", We found that we could see the comet fairly well from home, 
but it didn't look quite so exciting framed by a television aerial: 


Like most people I was not aware that the tail of the comet was going to be 
streaming away from the observer at the closest approach in April, and was 
really looking forward to the optimum viewing we had all been promised. It 
was rather a shock to find that the comet had "lost" it's tail the first time 
I saw it in early April. Even in a very dark sky on a brilliantly clear night 
in Bright, on the weekend after Easter, the comet was not very: impressive. 

4. young man in the car next to ours had not seen the comet before, and before 
we arrived, had not been able to find it, even with binoculars, I directed 
him to it, and after he and his girlfriend had looked, he said "Is that all . 
it is?", Who could. blame him? The difference between the expectation created 
by the media, and the reality, was rather great. When I was nine years old, 
in 1947, a much brighter comet made an appearance, which I can remember very 
clearly from one particular evening, when the amet must have been at its 
brightest, and was clearly visible in the twilight, well before full dark, © 
It made quite an impression on me, and I hope yg Gaui outs will lone remember 


As the large number of people who attended the nike s Comet eaten ise 
Sedgwick showed, at least all the comet watching has stimulated a renewed — 
interest in astronomy. Like most of the 40 - 50 people who went to Bald Hill, 
I learnt more about stars and constellations than I. did about the comet. In . 
particular, I had not previously been aware of the "globular cluster" which 
was doing a fairly convincing imitation of the comet head, The view of this 
object through one of the telescopes which had been set up for the occasion was 
much more impressive than the comet itself. Having arrived after dark, I am 
not really sure who was there, especially since it was so cold, and everyone’: 
was so rugged up in parkas and so on. However I do know that Graham Hill, 
Laurie Leeson, and Rob Moors were there, and went to a lot of trouble in 
providing telescopes,. and astronomical tuition. I am sure I speak for 
everyone who was there, in saying Peeve to then. 


Eric Wilkinson, Editor. 
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BLAKELY'S RED GUM AT AXEDALE 
by Don Franklin 

When. we were preparing the eucalypts booklet, rumours and false alarms 
abounded about the occurrence of Blakely's Red Gum Eucalyptus bilakelyi. 
Someone thought it occurred near Ravenswood but no one could give us a locality. 
Cliff Beauglehole lists it for Mt. Tarrengower. When queried, he wasn't sure » 
whether the record came from Ern Perkins or Bob Allen. Ern said it was Bob's 
record and Bob thought it was Em's, A brief search proved fruitless, On the 
grapevine we heard that all the Red Gums in Barfold Gorge were Blakely's. 
We found only River Reds (and Manna Gums). Finally, we had to be satisfied with 
only one locality - the large stand around Melville Caves and Mt Kooyoora. 


Little did we know that we'd driven past another stand quite a few Gtimes, 
and what's worse, I had actually stopped to look at them, thinking only that 
it was odd for River Red Gums to be growing on a hillside in this area, 

and confirming that they were not Yellow Gums. x oe 


When John Robinson and I stopped by the clay quarry at the corner of the 
MecIvor Highway and the roail to Toolleen on 1st April 1986, we finally woke 
up to what should have been perfectly obvious to any self-respecting 
eucalyptologist long ago. The small stand of gums around the quarry were 
Blakely's Red Gum, 


The gums occupy only a few acres on a Tertiary gravel deposit, forming a 
pure stand and mingling with Grey Box and Yellow Box around the edge. 


Identification 


The Red Gum group:- River, Blakely's, Forest, Dwyer's, Slaty, Baradine and 
Tumbledown, as well as several other gums, form a very closely related: group 
that are sometimes difficult to separate. Fortunately (2?) only four occur. 
jin Victoria and only two, the River: Red Gum and Blakely's Red Gum, are known 
in this area. ee E ial eo ae 


Traditionally the two species are separated by the shape of the bud cap, 

and, if present, the shape of the’ juvenile leaves (see the eucalypts booklet). 
However, the extreme variability of the bud cap of River Red Gum makes this 
more difficult than might at first seem. In addition, growing on a hillside 
is never proof of Blakely's; under some circumstances River Red Gum will grow 
even on hilltops. 


In these things I am.a conservative, and the amount of rumour and error bears 
me out. In the Bendigo district, excepting the Melville Caves area, I think 
it best to assume that any Red Gum is a River Red until proven otherwise. 
Ideal proof consists of finding perfectly or convexly conical bud caps on 
more than one tree (to rule out a freak). In the event of the bud caps being 
slightly pinched in, as those of Blakely's Red Gum often are, they should 
be carefully and satisfactorily compared with those of River Red Gum and have 
the characteristic juvenile leaves and be growing on a site not ideal for 

the ecologically aggressive River Red Gum, i.e., not confined to a river or 
ereek bank or a swamp, and (this is important in identifying any eucalypt in... 
an unusual locality) there should be not just one, and not just two or three, 
but a stand of the trees concerned. 


The Axedale trees do not all have the absolutely characteristic bud caps a& 
illustrated, but they qualify in the four secondary characteristics. 

In addition they have noticably broad adult leaves (see note in Leon Costermans' 
"Native Trees and Shrubs of South-eastern Australia"). 


4. | 
BLAKELY'S RED GUM AT AXEDALE continued ~~~ 


That indefinite something that often identifies a tree at first sight for an 
observer. familiar with the species (with practice you can pick a Grey Box a at 

. mile away) also ‘supports - the identification, The trees in this stand do not ., 
particularly resemble those at Melville ‘Caves in general appearance, but do ” 
strongly remind me of the Blakely's Red Gums inthe Killawarra’ Forest near 
Wangaratta, ‘where they grow with Red- Ironbark, 


Just iow unusual is this locality is revealed by a quick look at Leon 
Costermans' distribution map, published in our eucalypts booklet.. 

Keep your eye out for what may prove to be a link in a chain, connecting 
the very isolated stand at Melville Caves and a little further west to its 
main occurrence in north-ea st Victoria. 


Pressed ‘specimens of buds; fruits and juvenile and . adult leaves have been Y 
rodeo aa Valds tah B. fc “A. E. Herbarium. — 


COVER PHOTO Seu BOs hs edt 


This month's cover photopraph is of a rather large moth, which was retrieved 
from’a White-winged Chough by Allen and Bobbie Malone on their property at 
Junourton. From there, the moth travelled to Bob Allen, who forwarded it to 
the Museum of Victoria, Natural History Division. In due: course, a TAH 
was received by Bob, with the following details. 


The moth was'a Cossid or Wood Moth, Xyleutes sp., belonging to the family 
Cossida 6. The larvae of this family are wood borers, which tunnel into 
eucalypts and wattles, The larvae of a related species, Xyleutes leucomochla, 
are the witchetty grubs eaten by : aboriginals, The life cycle of a Cossid Moth” 
can be as ons as five years, | 


The above information came from Catriona McPhee, Technical Officer in the 
Entomology Department of the Museum, The photograph was teken by Tom Patullo. 


“We THE BK EK I RE 


RIDDLE . : ; 

Five: little brothers in one house. 
Two have beards, and two have none, 
and onty half a beard has. one, ? 


(See page 8 ‘ for ariswer.)) 


Bey 


CAMPING WITH THE WATKINS AT THURRA RIVER F 
by Rob Watkins 


If you prefer to holiday close to nature, try Thurra River in Croajingalong 
National Park, south of Cann River, where you can share your meals with the - 
birds, and your bed ‘with the ‘mammals. ONL) ATG, 

We arrived at Thurra River in the évening and selected one of the beautifully 
foliaged river-side camp sites. Immediate occupancy was not possible, as the 
site was being investigated by a magnificent-Wonga Pigeon. Before retiring. for 
the night an apple core was placed near the.van, hopefully for some hungry © 
mammal, We settled down: with thoughts of sleep induced by the sound of the 
nearby ‘océan,’ but 127. little mammals had other. ideas. They came into our’: ° 
camper van, and peered at us from every vantage point. They ran through the * 
walls, the roof, the cupboards and even under our pillows. Call it.a mouse’. ° 
plague, call it an invasion, call “it what you may, but daylight could not: 
come quickly enough. ; ; 


Apple core indeed - our thoughts were now of poisoned wheat and large scale 
murder,.A: thorough investigation revealed that entry had been gained via the 
ventilation. sheeting.’ Cords fromthe ceiling suspended bags containing eating 
utensils and food, giving the van the atmosphere of an Asian market. ie be 
Daylight at last. The curtains were carefully opened to reveal a raven = 
advancing cautiously towards the apple core = not exactly what we had hoped 
for, This caution was the undoing of the Raven, as he found himself being 
disposessed by a’ female Lyrebird. Well satisfied with her successful defence 
of her territory, she climbed a tree just outside our window to display that 
she was not only brave, but elegant. Thoughts of murder and selling the van 
began to fade, as we hurriedly prepared breakfast. Items on the breakfast 
table were scattered as a Yellow Robin tried in vain to fly out through the 
closed window. He readily accepted a finger for a perch, and after casually 
looking us over, left with dignity for a branch of a tree two metres outside 
the open door. 

At this stage, every door was wide open, inviting the unwelcome night visitors 
to depart. Lyrebirds continued to arrive, first another female, and later a 
male in véry good voice, The male turned over litter by the roadside, searching 
for food; He-was unconcerned by our close approach, and stayed within sight: 
and sound of our‘camp for most.of the morning. ~ aise thes Balicss 


Back to the van for another attempt to complete breakfast. The area around camp 
was literally moving, not with mice, but wrens. Breakfast was shared with a- . 
Mountain Thrush, Blue Wrens, Yellow! Robins, Grey Thrush, Large-billed, and 
White-browed Scrub Wrens. Most were quite happy to feed outside, but the wrens 
came right inside and care had to be taken not to walk on them as they checked 
the floor over for.crumbs..While standing outside the drivers door, i, 
marvelling at. the scrub wrens, by now giving the cab a check over, I noticed 
another obviously better mannered wren standing, beside my foot, é 


A pain at the back of my knee told me that even March flies need to eat, but 
concern for the wren prevented me from swatting the fly in the usual — 
vigorous manner, Suddenly the pain was extreme, and concern was now for my ° 
leg. With a mighty smack the March fly was despatched, but to my surprise 
his corpse failed to reach the ground. It was taken on the way down by the 


scrub wren. 


Favourite radio commercials were drownedout as masses of noisy Rainbow 
Lorikeets arrived to feast on the canopy of apple box blossom shading our 
camp, 


= 


CARL ETNNEEUS 


Carl Tiniigeues ‘the father of systematic Rotates was born on May 23rd, 1707. 
When May 23 falls on the fourth Friday of the month, the Botany Group's - 
meeting night, it is fitting that the topie should be about Carl Linnaeus 
and the nameing of plants. 


Linnaeus was'not the first to use two word names (binomials) for plants and 

animals, but he was the first to deliberately apply binomials to them 

uniformly, together with descriptions, diagnoses or illustrations which . ¥ 
definitely identified the specimen named. In this way he coined useable names 

for 4400 species of animals, and 7700 species of plants. Two of his . 

publications, "Species Plantarum" (1753) and "Genera Plantarum" (5th Ed. 1254). 

have been accepted as the starting point for botanical nomenclature. 


Linnaeus died on January 10th 1778 after several years of ill health. 
Although he probably heard of Joseph Bank's collections made. during Cook's 
voyage to Australia, it is doubtful whether he saw any of the specimens. . 
Therefore one would only expect introduced plants from Europe to have the 
abbreviation "L." for Linnaeus after their names, in the Australian flora. 
There is a surprisingly large number, and members are asked to seek out local 
examples to bring to the May Botany Group rege ine to aid our discussions | 

on Linnaeus and the naming of prantee 


by Eric Whiting 
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BOTANY MEETING NIGHT - To change or not to change? 
a a ae er een 


The Club's Committee has asked the: BObAnY) Group (and Bird Greenies Group) 
to consider changing the meeting night from Friday, as some members have 
declared that although they would like to attend, Friday nights are always 
inconvenient. 


Sub-Groups . should adler sateret on A night that suits the most Club Renner % 
who want to attend. The dilemna is - what night is best. To ask at a Sub-Group 
night; most if not all would say that particular night. is alright; 

shades of 'if absent please answer no’, 


The only logical way I can see to resolve this, and to maximise the number 
of members attending is to have a poll. Accordingly would all members ~ 
interested in Botany please contact me (phone 43 5965) before the end of 
the month giving their preferred meeting night plus an alternative (or two). 


At this stage I think we will have to keep to the fourth week of the month 
so as not to. force: the matter too much. 


Erie Whiting 
Convenor, Botany Group 


RIBBED CASE-MOTH 


I noticed a fine young gum tree in the front garden of a house in 
Bridge Street a few days before our February meeting. What drew my 
attention to it was that many of its leaves were being eaten by some 
insect, and on a closer inspection I counted fourteen cases of the 
Ribbed Case Moth. 


There are roughly thirty species of Case Moths in Australia. They are 

so called because of the shelter that the larvae make and carry around 
with them wherever they go. They are well represented in the Bendigo 
district, and make a fascinating study if one can manage to spare an 

hour or two to observe them. When feeding, the case is carried around 
with them from leaf to leaf, with only the head and front legs protruding. 
When resting at night they attach the case to a twig by several bands 

of silk. The larva firstly spins and constructs the silken case for 
protection, It then adds sticks, leaves etc. for camouflage. 


With the permission of the householder, I removed all the cases from 
the tree, much to his delight, and transferred twelve of them to a 
large gum tree in Houston St., and took the remaining two to the Club 
meeting. This particular species was the Ribbed Case-moth, which uses 
the silken case only, with no outer covering whatever. It is 
strengthened internally with six strong ribs. Graham Hill has drawn 
the illustration of the Ribbed Case-moth 


by Bob Allen 


Ribbed Case Moth 


FIVE LITTLE BROTHERS IN ONE HOUSE 


SEPALS 


(The answer to the riddle on page 4, provided by Bob Allen) 


The Romans were not great in the field of botany, but they were 
sufficiently observant to notice that a rose bloom has five sepals (the 
green outer covering of the unopened flower). They also noticed that 
when the flower opened two of these sepals were "feathered", two were not 
feathered at all, and the fifth had feathering on one side only. 


John Hutton Balfour (1808 to 1884 - 76 years), a Professor of Botany at 
Glasgow, and later Edinburgh, rendered in English what became known as 
the "Latin Riddle of the Rose". It relates to those sepals - two bearded, 
two clean shaven and one with only half a beard. 


As a riddle, it is not easy to solve, unless like the Romans you have 
noticed differences in the sepals of a rose. The drawing by Graham Hill 
above makes the differences clear, and explains the riddle. 

The sepals in the drawing have been arranged to match the sequence in the 
riddle. In life, they alternate. Starting at the "halfbeard", and going 
clockwise, it is no beard, full beard, no beard, full beard. 

The difference in the feathering is not always evident on modern roses. 
Never-the-less, after all the hybridising and selective breeding that has 
taken place over the years, there are still many roses that carry the 
answer to the riddle, and they can be found in most gardens. 


"MUSK ees = BIZTURA LOBATA - ra v A : pert 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP BIRD OF ee NIGHT DISCUSSION 6. 12. 1985 


APPEARANCE: ~The female may ‘be as small as 47 ems in length while the male 
may be up to 72 cms long’ The male’ has a very peculiar appearance due toa 
large tough flap suspended from beneath the bill. Both birds are dark grey 

to very dark brown in colour, with fine lighter lines across the feathers. 
Flight feathers are almost black. Tail feathers are pointed, stiff and very - 
dark, The birds are Lighter in colour underneath, The bill is dark grey and the 
eyes dark ‘brown. 


CALL: In its aonroitng enter during the breeding season the none bird 
utters a shrill whistle usually peronpanted Ye a deep pone: sound Py 
striking the water with it's feet. 


HABITS: The name Musk Duck derives from the very strong musky scent secreted 
from the preen gland on the rump of the male bird. The secretion is strongest 
while the bird is in courtship display. This display also involves swimming 
out into clear water, whistling, splashing water with the feet, raising 

the head, fanning the tail and raising it over the body and spiming round 

in the water. During this display the male bird inflates the lobe of skin 
under the chin to a diameter of 10 to 12 ems and the cheeks and throat also 
become swollen. In this condition, the bird could be vulnerable to predators, 
as it is unable to dive below the water surface, 

Pair bonds are not formed and the male usually mates witha number of females, 
Musk Ducks are aquatic birds and not adapted to moving on land. They are 

able however to fly long distances when necessary, put reauire a long take-off 
to become airborne, They usually fly at night. The birds try to avoid. 
detection in water by almost see with one their eyes and nostrils 
above the surface, 


HABITAT: Musk Ducks inhabit many tae. Semheat swampy areas in southern — 
N.S.W. and S.A., throughout Victoria, and the western and south-western 

regions of Western Australia. 
Movement occurs after the breeding season when young, ‘birds fly south on 
northern areas to larger areas of water, such as along the Murray River, and 
other extensive lakes. Movement also occurs to exploit flood conditions for 
food supplies and avoid drought levels of swamps. 

Musk Ducks obtain almost all of their food by diving. They are able to ‘dive 
deeply.and can remain under water for at least 60 seconds at a time. 

Food consists of insects, e.g. larvae and adult forms of water boatmen, beetles, 
dragonflies, mayflies, midges, and caddis flies; and freshwater mussels, snails, 
erayfish, frogs, and some aquatic plant seeds. 


BREEDING: Courting usually begins in autumn but negting: Mine te: in Sep tenpene 
or October. The nest is usually well concealed and consists of a rough cup of 
leaves and stems woven’ together ina clump of cumbungi, rushes or coarse grass, 
even a low.hanging branch of tea-tree over water, and often under a low canopy 
of over-hanging vegetation. Occasionally a hole in a tree near water level. 

and lined with down has been used. 

From 1 to 3 eggs are laid; they are pale green, srooth and SESEEND but 

soon become stained brown. 


Compiled by Bill Flentje. 


10. 
MUSK DUCK - BIZIURA LOBATA contirued 


GENERAL: When danger approaches, the birds are able to dive swiftly and 
silently and swim underwater to surface under distant vegetative cover. 
Ducklings are able to dive only when several days old. Until then the adult 
female brings them food from the bottom of the lake or swamp. 

Some nests seen in the Bendigo district were composed of rushes bent over 
and laced together,. leaving just ¢ a small opening for the female to squéezé™ 
through: into the nest. 

The eggs were just above the water level. In another instance, the nest 
appeared to be pushed higher as the. water level became higher. 

On another occasion, two young. birds were ‘seen alongside a parent bird 

and disappeared as the parent dived. It was found that the young birds 
were holding on to the flanks of the older bird with their beaks and were 
carried down by the parent when she dived, — ests 
Movement on land consists of a shuffling forward with the feet and at the 

same time assisted with fluttering of the wings. 

The birds may nest stuehy in isolated areas, but often in groups on larger 
water ee 


ae a a a oe 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP REPORT 


Mr. Len Harvey, a comparative newcomer to the Group, was Guest Speaker at 
the April meeting, when he showed a remarkable collection of slides 
illustrating the parasitising of Thornbills:by Cuckoos. 


The nests of Brown, Buff-rumped, Yellow-rumped, Red-rumped and Striated 
Thornbills were shown being used by various species of Cuckoos,. 


AAA ene ig re ort 


The second half of Len's slides consisted of a beautiful collection of 
Australian Wrens and Flycatchers. Owls, Owlet Nightjars and a Tawny 
Frogmouth were pictured with their young. 


Len's comments showed a great depth of knowledge of his subject gained over 
a lifetime of rambling through the bush in many parts of ESHER and — 
were much enjoyed: by his listeners, 


_ Members were pleased to. welcome back Mr. Leon Ruedin after his recent illness. 
EEE RRR R EKER 
REPORT ON HALLEY'S COMET NIGHT 


On: Saturday evening 12 April option eter 40 members of the club journeyed ~ 
to Sedgwick to. view Halley's Comet. We had a picnic tea at Rob and Glenise 
Moors home. While-we were there we saw the double wax plant, Eriostemon 
verrucosus "J.Semmens", the plant looks healthy and has buds on it. This ise 
was fenced by the club some years ago. 
After tea we drove to Bald Hill and walked to the top of: ‘the hill. The night. 
was clear but cold and windy making it difficult to focus the binoculars and 
telescopes. We saw the comet and Graham talked to us about some of the other 
stars, 

Win Demeo. 


Ths 
"BRISBANE RANGES CAMPOUT - EASTER 1986 


-HAster- 1986- say- éleven families camping on . Spring eral Road in the Brisbane 
Ranges. Many thanks are due to Roy Speechley for helping to arrange the 
campsite. Our fearless leader, John Lindner, did an excellent job of 
organising us on walks, and in. digging trenches for the toilet and the 

camp fire. 


The camp saw many familiar faces - Lindners, Fenselaus, Ipsens, Leesons, 
Speechleys, Maurie Stone, Boons, Allans and Youngs. New families who were 
welcomed were Clearys and Wallaces. We had ten children and twenty-one 
adults and lots and lots of fun. 


The fun and games began when several members tried to get their caravans . 
through a deep, dry gully crossing,.. The weather was beautiful and on, 
Friday evening, several-animals Ses ‘spot-lighted - three ringtail possums, 
a boobook owl and a koala. In fact, koalas were numerous throughout the 
park, 


Saturday was capone hot and a midday all Peers were seated. under 

shady trees, reading. It was suggested that book reports be given around 

the camp fire that night but no-one obliged. The arte Ke headed off for a: 
"swim" ‘in the dam nearby, after lunch. Saturday evening's spot-lighting 
brought forth prey kangaroos, black wallabies, two ringtail possums,. one 
brushtail possum and a koala. Saturday evening was TASER hot and many peopre 
had problems sleeping. é 


ALL were up. and’ ready to. head off on an excursion at 9 a.m. Sunday. 

Roy took us on a delichtful wildflower walk. near Anakie Lookout. We drove 

to Stoney: Creek- picnic. area: and. then proceeded home via McLeans Highway 

and Thompson's Road,-We -saw-a great variety of plants, including. Hakea — 
“sericea, Banksia iharginata, numerous grevilleas and grass trees in abundance. . 
Tn fact, his area would be an excellent one to visit during October when 

all are blooming. (How about a day excursion, ) 


Some folks departed on Sunday after we'd been on a leisurely walk along 
Bluff Track and Loop Track, A-few koalas were spotted, however bird sightings 
were not numerous. 


Haster Monday saw further departures and those still in camp ‘were: Led "ups - 
.. the creek" .by Bruce Wallace, This beautiful walk lasted ovér four hours 

and saw all having a late lunch. We walked along the mostly dry river bed; 
stopping occasionally to examine water holes and to observe birds. 

After scrambling up the steep river bank, we once again joined Bluff Track 

and proceeded back to camp. 


Music was a feature of Monday night's < camp fine, with Rachael Saye ‘ther 
recorders beautifully, The younger children verge us some fun songs 
including’ "01d Macdonald had a Ford". 


Our camp concluded about 9 a.m. on Easter Tuesday. Some headed home and others 
went to Steiglitz., All expressed the desire to camp together again soon, 

One highlight of the camp was the beautiful campfire food, We sampled four _ 
different dampers and Thelma's corn fritters. looked yummy, Perhaps people 
might like to contribute some of their favourite campfire. recipes for 
inclusion in Whirakee, Although birds wem not numerous in the area, 33 

_ Species were recorded, including the pererrine falcon... 


Bev. Leeson. 


12. 


KOALAS IN THE BRISBANE RANGES 
‘by Karl Wallace (age 9) 


We saw 20 koalas on the Easter camp at the Brisbane Ranges. All the trees in 
which we saw the koalas had rubbed bark on the trunks where the koalas climbed 
up and down the trees. Their favourite was the manna gum, Eucalyptus viminalis. 
The koalas we saw had a brown band of fur around their middle and one around 
our campsite provided plenty of chances to watch it. 

Males have a scent gland.on their chest. It has been said that males also have 
a larger, more bulbous nose than females, and the females have fluffier ears. 
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FROM THE SPECIMEN TABLE 


On the eee table at our February meeting was a plant specimen, brought in 
by Miss Field, I have identified it as Modiola caroliniana, commonly known 
as the Carolina Mallow. It is an introduced plant belonging to the family 
Malvaceae,.and is the only. species of its genus. It has small red flowers, 
and ascending stems, rooting at the nodes. This makes it a pest if it appears 
in lawns etc., and explains why it is often called "Creeping Mallow". 


The stamens are numerous, and united in rings around the ovary, which is 
divided into many one seeded cells radiating from a central point. This , 
explains why it is sometimes called the "Wheel Mallow". The name Modiola is 
derived from the Greek word Modiolus, meaning the knate of a wheel. 


The family Malvaceae has roughly 40 genera and Sete WOO) sasccked throughout 

the world. Whilst they are mostly shrubs, there ere many herbs, and a few trees. 
Alfred J. Ewart states that the stems usually have well developed bundles of 
hard bast, which yields valuable fibre (Hibiscus, Abutilon.and-Sida-), while-.. 
the pappus from the capsule of the cotton plant, Gossypium, yields cotton. 

He also states that the seeds of certain Malvaceae Giptacia ear and others) 
may retain vaste? “Power of germination for 20 to 50 NER Ec 


Bob Allen, 
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RARE PLANT DISCOVERED AT BOTHWELL L TASMANIA 


A young man called in at St. Luke's after morning service on Sunday, 15 December: 
After talking to the Rev. Len he was invited to submit his findings. We eee: 
them now: 


"In the areas of Tasmania that have had a niches of intensive a omeg 
country cemeteries are very often the last refuge for the native plants that 
were formerly extensive across the 'plains'. The Bothwell Uniting Church 
Cemetery is one such area,and in November 1985 I discovered a plant species 
that has not been seen in Tasmania for over a hundred’ years and was thought 
topvchiog elongatus, commonly called Lanky Buttons |. 


Rod Fensham, Aust. Nat. Heritage Commission." 
(Extract from a Church Cs in Tasmania, ) Submitted by Mrs B, Finlay. 


f- 


13. 
MAY EXCURSION 7 


Sunday May 18 
Aboriginal axe quarry at Mt. William Lancefield. With members of the Central 
Victorian Archaeological ae 


Departure and Travel 


Meet at 9,30 a.m.; outside Education Department offices-in Havlin Street. 
Cars to be pooled as far.as possible. Travel to Mt. William via Heathcote, 
Tooboorac ané Lancefield (we don't actually go right into pane etiela) 

95 km approx. Arrive between 10.30 and 11.00 a.m. 


What to bring Lunch and snacks, warm clothes, waterproof coat. 


The Mt. William Axe Quarry 

From this significant Aboriginal . site, greenstone axe planks were nerOntece 
via established trade routes all over South-east Australia. Sites to be seen 
at Mt. William include quarrying locations of greenstone "workshop" areas 
where the stone. was shaped into blanks, and grinding. grooves where axes were 
sharpened. Oe ée 
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EXCURSIONS 
Sunday June 15 (NOTE Change of date from July 13) Museum of Victoria. 
Travel BR Ee 2 Hah a Saeko 


A 51 seat bus iia near nookell The charge will be $5.00, Adult, $3.00 Children, 
Please notify John Lindner of the. number of seats you want, and pay him at 
the general meeting in May. Telephone him to mke reservations (39 7308). _ 
If you miss out on a seat, we may book an additional. smaller self-drive. bus, 
or you may have to take your own car. 


Departure and return 

Devart at 9.00 a.m. from Tauee tion dgecarnen offices in Havlin Street, _. 
Arrive at Museum at 11.30 a.m. ‘approx. Leave EMIS at 5.00 p.m., when the 
Museum closes. 


Refreshments 


Either bring your own lunch and snacks, or buy food in the City. on the me tuer 
journey, we may stop for a light meal or hot drinks at a "Fost Food Outlet". 
(Shock! Horror! ) 


Attractions 


Temporary exhibitions. in? 
"Devils, Drugs and Doctors" - admittance $3.00 adult, $1.00 children and Rr sr arenee 


"Prohibited Tiss and Exports", - pL live display of European Wasps: 
no charge. : eae ie 5: ages 7 peters 


Permanent erriniiians (no chars): 


"The Mallee: Victoria's Arid Garden." 
Other exhibitions of the sciences. 


Guided Tours In the afternoon, guided tours of up to one hours duration 
may be undertaken under the direction of volunteer guides. The starting point 
for these tours is the Swanston Street foyer, where the times of departure 
will be posted. The tours are free of charge, and encompass an introduction 
to the Museum, and visits to display highlights. 


COMMITTEE REPORT APRIL 1986 


ot tates Chee s Steth teed etemanan wae 8s ene wee 


1. A possible reprint of "Eucalypts of Bendigo" is being conaidevcdl 

2. Bird Observers Group to be asked if ‘they. think "Birds of the Bendigo 
District". should be updated and reprinted. 

3. <A proposal by I. Fenselau to revive Junior Field Naturalists Crowe hes 
been endorsed. (See below for details, and notice of first excursion) 


4, The Club Audio Visual will be shown by 2. Watkins to a Guide group.at-.....-. 


Xodamurt on June lst. 

5, Metcalfe Recreation Area Management Committee is- planning to-revegetate.... : 

- an area of land between the Coliban'and:-Campaspe Rivers. They are Beets 

information on which species eM have ine originally Ce ; 
Can any members help? . 72 

6, John Lindner has been appointed as Excretion and Syllabus. organiser. 
His address and phone number are Burns St., Axedale, and 39 7308. 
This information will be added to the information page in June. 


iS Ure Me at one te 


JUNIOR-FEEED-NATURALISTS = i st fs SEA" “Seem eee, Goole 


The Junior Field Naturalists Group is being re-activated, with Ian Fenselau, | 
Buckland St., White Hills, (48 4384) and Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., White Hills, 
(48 4396) as Organisers. The age group being catered for is 8 to 18, but 
younger ‘children will be welcome if accompanied by a :parent. Parents will 

be needed to assist ‘with transport. Meetings/excursions will be on the first 
Sunday afternoon of each month, from 2.0 pm to 5.0 pm. 


The first meeting will be on Sunday June lst, and the topic willbe 
"Insects - friend and foe", with Dr. Bill Holsworth as leader. “Wect at 
the usual meeting place for excursions, “outside the Special Services Complex 
in Havlin St., in time for a 2.0 pm start: There will be'a visit to 
Kennineton Reservoir to collect specimens, and then a visit to the Blotogy, 
Lab. at the B.C.A.E., for a talk and examination of specimens. 
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FOUND i PES 


So ete amen atm nee ee ee Sa es 


‘A binocular lens cap was spotted by my daughter Meryl siting a visit to the 
Bird Hide,at May Swamp a few.weeks ago. More likely than not it belongs to 
a B.F.N.C. Momber, and I will take it to the May General Meeting, if no one 
has claimed it in the meantime by ringing 46 8736. (There is no ean, 

put the numbers '44' and '3' are embossed on the inside). 


ee ee ne eS 


Eric teabenioe 


x 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.O. Box 396, Bendigo 3550. ESF aeio 


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1985-1986 


PRESIDENT - Laurie Leeson’ 76 Lawson’St., Spring Gully t 243 0521 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors Mandurang South Rd. RSD pedewick 39 6254 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Watkins Marnie Rd. Kennington - 43 4891 
SECRETARY Rod Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St. Bendigo 43 7673 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Glenise Moors Wandurang South Rd. RSD Sedgwick 39 6254 
TREASURER Helene Boon Kamarooka, RSD, Raywood 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka, RSD, Raywood 36 9226 
EXCURSION ORGANISER Position vacant : ee 52 Sn see 
LIBRARIAN -Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedgwick 39 6254 
EDITOR : | Erie Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St., Cal. Gully 46 8736 


Membership of. the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested 
in natural history. The membership subscription rates ere: Single $12.00, - 
Family $16.00, Pensioner and Children $7.00. Whirrakee: ‘subscription only $12.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the Conference 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom, Meetings start at 
7,30 p.m., and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside ‘the Special Services 
Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 

Full day excursions normally commence at 10.00 a.m, (usually on a Sunday). 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m, and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the..weekend. following 
the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times shed 3B year, usually 
coinciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has four sub-groups: - 


The BIRD, OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday oe ‘the eeu at Shee 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 

President: Harvey Rich, 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough él 1698 

Secretary: Nancy Stone, 3 Brodie St., Bendigo 43 7993 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Friday of the month at 7.30 p.m. at the 
Biology Lab., Applied Science 1 Building, B.C.A.E., (unless otherwise aleamieel), 
Convenor: Eric Whiting, 7 Aviary Crt., Kennington. 43 5965 wwe ~ 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "as required" basis. As far as praetioatte)” 
meetings. details will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" diary. . 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo 43 7673. ; : 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets cn the third Thursday of the month, at 8.00 p.m. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 

President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., ‘Golden Square 42 4016 

Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063. 


’ - DIARY - 
MEETINGS 
Wed, May 14 Aborigines of Central Victoria - presented by David Clark, 
Victorian Archaeological Survey-Office, 
Wed, June 11 Roadside Conservation in Australia - presented by 
: sh Kerane Wetlands |“ peasented 5y Ee em 
Wed. July 9 Fi, 
ti 
, ¥) 
oT ig 3s 
EXCURSIONS 
Sun.May 18 Aboriginal axe quarry at Mt, Willian, Lancefield (with member's 
YF ; - of .the Central Victorian Archaeological Society). 
, Full details on P. 13. 
* QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY Campout, at Wandown Faunal Reserve with member of the Hid- 
LONG WEEKEND Murray Field Naturalists Trust. 
‘dune 7-9 ' The reserve is located between Annuello and Kooloonong, 100 km 
approx, from Swan Hill, Total distance from Bendigo 290 km. 
Maps: showing location of camp site will be available from Jom: 
Lindner. Please let him know if you intend to participate, 
Sun,June 15 . Bus trip to Museum of Victoria. Please note ~ Change .of date’ 
.. from July 13 due to closure om some of the Se ina on that 
day. Full details on P.13, 
4 “es et : 
BIRD OBSERVERS. GROUP i vu! xt | AC 
Fri,Jdune 6 7.30 p.m. Dept. . of Agriculture, Epsom, Members night. 
Bird of the Night: Brown-headed Honeyeater. 
BOTANY GROUP 
Fri.May 23 7.30 p.m., Biology Lab., Applied Science Building, - B C.AE. 
Edwards Road. Subject: Karl Von ete Cae es 
. MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP ; 
Thue -May/295 .7.30 p.m. at Graham Hill's aie 31 Curnow St., Golden Square. ‘ 


"COMMITTEE MEETING | , 
Wed May 28. 8. 00 pm.at E. TE s DQM s 14 Dreschler Ste, Bendigo. 5 at ory 


